Coma caused by spontaneous otogenic pneumocephalus.
We present the first case of spontaneous otogenic pneumocephalus presenting with a rapid deterioration in conscious level. This occurred in a 69-year-old woman who was subsequently treated with a subtemporal, extradural exploration and packing of the multiple defects in the mastoid air cells. The patient made a full neurological recovery within 10 weeks. Spontaneous otogenic pneumocephalus is a rare condition and was previously understood to present with subtle symptoms of headache, aphasia and cognitive deficits. This case, however, establishes how it can cause a rapid decline towards coma.